Ayr Burners Cycling
Child Wellbeing & Protection Policy
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1. Policy Statement
Ayr Burners Cycling is committed to creating a safe, inclusive and rights-based environment for every child (under 18 yrs). Guided by Scotland’s National Guidance for Child Protection (2021), GIRFEC principles and the UNCRC, we expect all adults in our sport to:
· Prioritise children’s safety, wellbeing and views
· Act as positive role models and trusted listeners
· Report and respond appropriately to concerns
2. Context: GIRFEC & SHANARRI
Scotland’s “Getting It Right for Every Child” (GIRFEC) ensures children feel loved, safe and respected by monitoring their wellbeing against eight indicators—SHANARRI:
Safe • Healthy • Achieving • Nurtured • Active • Respected • Responsible • Included
Volunteers must recognise factors (e.g., bereavement, poverty, harm) that impact these indicators, spot wellbeing concerns early and know how to share information.
3. Key Definitions
· Child: Anyone under 18 (Children & Young People (Scotland) Act 2014)
· Adult: Anyone 18+ or any under-18 in a “position of power or influence”
· Safeguarding: Proactive steps to prevent harm to children
· Child Protection: Reactive measures when a child is, or may be abused
· Wellbeing Concern: Any negative impact on SHANARRI indicators (from neglect to social factors)
· Poor Practice: Unacceptable behaviour that breaches this policy but falls short of abuse
· Child Abuse: Physical, emotional, sexual or neglectful acts (direct, indirect, online; including peer abuse)
· Abuse of Position of Trust: Exploiting power (e.g., a coach grooming a young athlete)


4. Roles & Responsibilities
4.1 Ayr Burners Cycling will:
· Embed this policy in all activities; champion best practice
· Appoint a Club Child Wellbeing & Protection Officer (CWPO)
· Recruit volunteers safely (PVG scheme membership, CWPS training every 3 yrs)
· Maintain confidentiality of children and alleged subjects
· Respond to and record all concerns per procedure
· Review and update policy triennially or after major incidents/legislative changes
4.2 Club Child Wellbeing & Protection Officer (CWPO) will:
· Ensure volunteers understand and follow this policy
· Lead safe recruitment administration (PVG and references)
· Coordinate training opportunities and policy updates
· Act as first point of contact for wellbeing/protection concerns (coaches, parents, children)
· Record, report and monitor all incidents in line with club and statutory procedures
5. Confidentiality & Information Sharing
Balancing confidentiality with safety, always ask: “Does sharing reduce risk or improve support?”
Principles:
· Share only with those who need to know and in secure ways
· Inform child and parents/carers when safe to do so
· Never share if it increases risk (e.g., if a parent is implicated)
· Store records securely and only as long as necessary (Data Protection Act 1998)
6. Media Enquiries
Refer all press or public queries about child protection to Scottish Cycling’s Lead Wellbeing & Protection Officer.
7. Monitoring & Review
This policy is reviewed every 3 years and after any:
· Changes in Scottish or sport governing body legislation or policy
· Significant safeguarding incidents or identified policy gaps
Ayr Burners Cycling remains dedicated to learning, adapting and ensuring every young cyclist thrives in a safe, respectful and supportive environment.

